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The Children’s  
Legacy Circle

Our legacy giving society, Legacy Circle, reflects the 
shared commitment of our members to ensure that 
Children’s can continue to provide quality healthcare 
to Georgia’s children.

This group was created to recognize donors who 
have made legacy gifts to Children’s through their 
wills, life insurance and retirement plan beneficiary 
designations, estate plans or life income gifts.

Our services are sustained by the legacies of 
supporters like you, and we are grateful to those 
who have chosen to join this generous circle of 
committed donors.
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Legacy giving

Legacy gifts enable you to support Children’s during 
your lifetime and after your death. Typically, legacy 
gifts carry special tax benefits and may give you and 
your heirs additional income. Legacy giving is an 
option for supporters at all income levels and may 
allow you to make a larger gift than you  
thought possible.

There are a number of ways you can give  
to Children’s:

• Cash

• IRA required minimum distributions

• Retirement assets

• Real estate

• Stock

• Life insurance 

• Personal property

4



Bequests and retirement plans

You can leave a gift of charity in your will that allows you to make a lasting statement about 

the organizations and people that were important to you during your life. A bequest also 

sends a message to your loved ones about the importance of giving back to the community. 

Plan now for a future gift to Children’s by including a bequest provision in your will or trust. 

You can designate a particular gift through your will or indicate that Children’s will receive 

a percentage of your estate’s assets. A qualified attorney can help you determine the best 

method for making a gift to Children’s during the estate planning process.

In addition to gifts through your will, you can designate Children’s as the beneficiary of your 

retirement plan. Plans such as individual retirement arrangements (IRAs) and 401(k)s are 

taxed heavily at death and can make very tax efficient gifts to Children’s.

Estate gifts of IRAs and retirement plan assets may be subject to income and transfer taxes. 

Because of the high tax rate on retirement accounts, you can donate your retirement assets 

to Children’s, while passing on less heavily taxed assets to your loved ones.
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“I give what I can now, but I feel even more 
connected with the Children’s mission knowing that 
my giving will continue to support the great work the 

organization does even beyond my lifetime.”

- Leslie Jones 
General Counsel for Children’s, Leslie made Children’s a 

beneficiary of her will through a bequest.
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Charitable gift annuities,  
remainder trusts and lead trusts

A gift annuity is a contract between you and Children’s that will enable you to 

make a gift while receiving annual income. In exchange for an irrevocable gift of 

cash, stocks or other assets, Children’s will pay you a fixed sum each year. At the 

end of your life, what remains of your initial gift will support Children’s. You must 

be at least 60 years of age and donate a minimum of $10,000 to fund a charitable 

gift annuity.

With a charitable remainder trust, you can receive income for the rest of your life or 

a set term of years from assets you give to the trust. After your lifetime or the end 

of the trust term, the balance is transferred to Children’s. This trust enables you to 

receive annual income while providing a legacy of support for Children’s. 

A lead trust makes payments to Children’s, while the remainder is designated for 

you or your heirs. This can be a very tax effective way to transfer property to your 

heirs while supporting Children’s.
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“Touring the hospital made a huge impact  
on me. It is gratifying to know that I am helping fund the 

vital work Children’s does for the kids in our community.”

- Webb Hughes 
A retiree, Webb Hughes supports Children’s through cash donations 

and a charitable gift annuity that was initiated by his father.
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Life insurance

You may find you no longer need the life insurance purchased to 

protect your growing family. Over the years, you accumulated the assets 

necessary to meet the financial demands of raising and educating 

children and funding a secure retirement. Policies that are no longer 

needed for their original purpose can generate charitable deductions for 

you today. You can also purchase a new policy, naming Children’s as the 

owner and beneficiary. Any future premiums you pay may also be  

tax deductible.
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“We had a life insurance policy and no 
children of our own, so it made sense for us 
to donate that benefit to Children’s.”  

— Sandra Sorrells

Sandra and husband David are involved with 
Children’s as volunteers and supporters. They are 

happy to have found ways to give back.
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Real estate and other gift assets

Gifts of real estate can provide Children’s with tremendous support.  

You may be entitled to a charitable deduction for the fair market value 

of the property on the date of the gift. Any appreciation in value above 

your cost base escapes capital gains taxes. You also can sell your home to 

Children’s for a portion of its value and receive a charitable deduction for 

the difference between the sale price and your home’s fair market value.

If you would like to make a gift of real estate but are not ready to move 

from your home, you can donate it to Children’s through a life tenancy. 

This enables you to make a charitable gift now while you retain the right 

to live in your home for your lifetime.

In addition to real estate and property assets, Children’s also accepts 

marketable gifts of art and collectibles, stocks and other securities.
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How real estate gifts work

You

Outright gift

Life tenancy

Trust

Bargain sale

Type of real estate gift What happens

Children’s

Straight transfers

Sell for less than 
fair market value

Convey to Children’s 
and stay in home

Property is used to 
fund a charitable trust

Consult your professional advisor or visit choa.org/legacygiving to learn more about real estate gifts.
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A gift for the future

We hope you find this legacy giving information useful. It is 

intentionally broad to spark your thinking and is not intended as 

legal or professional financial advice. Please contact your attorney, 

accountant or other professional advisor to determine the best way  

for you to give.

Speak to your Children’s contact, or refer to our website  

at choa.org/legacygiving for more information.
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As a not-for-profit organization, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta produces materials in-house  
using the most cost-efficient paper and printing techniques.
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